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Supporting Domestic Products,
A Step toward Economic Independence

No: 69 - Dehqan Weekly - Saturday August 6, 2019

Why to Lay the Land with Mines
While Possible to Cultivate Hing
Instead?

First Part
By: Sayed Noorulain

Trip to highways, especially to north
east of the country, while it is enjoy-
able, it also has concerns for some
people. We want to go to Badakhshan
province. We arrived to Doshi from
Kelagai Desert. As we get closer to
booths selling melon, we wished
why not stop to eat watermelon here.
Kabul-Pul-e-Khumri passengers
know very well the quality of Kelagai
melon. I remember that once we were
in this highway, as we stopped to eat
melon, one of my friends said, “These
melons are being injected with sugar,
otherwise melons can’t be as sweet as
this.” I told him right away, “Dude,
you are from Kabul and have not yet
tried Kunduz’s sweet melons. That is
as sweet as hell.” We passed Kelagai
as ate melon and continued our jour-
ney.

Highway; Good Market for Sale

It is almost late by midnight, as
we started our journey from Pul-e-
Khumri to Baghlan-Kunduz. Some
of our companions are scared and
searching their pockets in case they
might have something which could
create problem for them. The weather
is clear. The hills between Ali Abad
and Baghlanha are mostly dry, except
some which the Ministry of Agricul-
ture has cultivated medical plants in

1t From bottom of the hllls man can -

see waves of melon and watermelon
fields. Children, youngsters and el-
ders start walking on their fields early
morning.

The sun has not risen fully yet as we
stopped and reached to a man in his
melon field. The conversation began.
He says his name is Omar Gul. He
owns melon and watermelon fields
near Gerdab. He does not need to
take his products to the city or other
provinces as his field is close to the
highway and can sell the products in
the booth along the main street.
While the ground for cultivation,
business, fertility, and market is
possible to farmers, but drivers and
farmers say that the situation might

change in any minute. Omar Gul
points to the mountains and said,
“Mines have been laid down there;
they cannot take their cattle for graz-
ing.”

We take a melon and watermelon
from his field and continue our jour-
ney.

Ali Abad’s Unique Cream

It is before 7:00 AM as we reached
to Ali Abad district. Now the secu-
rity concerns have diminished from
our minds and instead thinking of fa-
mous Ali Abad’s cream. If you come
to pass by the district in the morning,
don’t forget to try the natural cream of
the district. It is very cheap but very
tasty. My mouth is watering as I am
writing this story. We parked the car

in the middle of the bazar. Children,
boys and some shop keepers invite us
to taste the cream. We are confused
which one to select. The smell of the
fresh breads and tasty creams makes
our appetite a thousand times. When
you eat cream in Ali Abad, remem-
ber to roll it with bread. The cream is
natural and with high fat. If you eat
it without bread, it would negatively
affect your health.

Ali Abad district of Kunduz is suita-
ble for agriculture and livestock as it
has both raid-fed and irrigated lands.
The agriculture in the area is different
than other parts of the province. The
difference is that Lala Maidanha area
has plentiful pistachio forests, which
has good income for the residents an-
nually.

Ali Abad Cauliflower is enough for
the northwest

Cauliflower is also being planted in
Ali Abad district. Though the vegeta-
ble is enough for the province itself,
it is being exported to other provinc-
es as well. The district has water and
there are plenty of cauliflower farms.
Over 4,000 tons of cauliflower is
being harvested annually from the
district, most of which are being ex-
ported to Takhar and Badakhshan
provinces.

We continue our journey as remem-
bering the taste of Ali Abad’s cream.
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