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Supporting Domestic Products,
A Step toward Economic Independence
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Over 45,000 Tons Fruits Exported

Hashmatullah Habibi

Statistics of Afghanistan Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(ACCI) show that since the begin-
ning of this year, over 30,000 tons
of fresh fruits and some 15,000
tons of dry fruits have been ex-
ported abroad through air and
ground corridors.

Meanwhile estimates show that
this year over 100,000 tons of dry
and fresh fruits will be exported
to countries around the world;
the figure was 80,000 tons last
year.

This is as result of the efforts of
the Ministry of Agriculture and
the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan in glob-
al marketing and holding domes-
tic and international exhibitions,
creation of agricultural lands,
farming equipment, construction
of cold storage facilities, cooper-
ation with farmers in improved
seeds and fertilizer, and establish-
ment of animal health facilities
are the main reason behind the
production growth and export of
agricultural products.

Mir Zaman Popal, head of ACCI’s
exports department said, “This
year’s products have undergone
significant changes, agricultur-
al products have increased this
year and are being exported to

national and international mar-
kets. Creation of transportation
routes, air corridors, marketing,
standard customs, and countries’
demand have driven wunprece-
dented increase for the export of
these products.”

Nejabat Haidari, head of Fresh
Fruits Union, said, “The produc-
tion of fruit and other products
have increased compared to last
year, and are being exported to
neighboring, Asian and European
countries as well as to other prov-
inces in the domestic market.”
Sher Agha, a fruit trader in Ka-
bul, said, “The market is full of
agricultural products, yields have
increased in Afghanistan; most of
the fruits are shipped to neighbor-
ing counties and are being sold.

This Year

He added, “Neighboring export
tariffs on commodities have risen,
fruit exports are costly and trad-
ers are at a standstill, we call on
the government and chambers of
commerce to find a solution. With
the creation of cold storage facil-
ities and keeping price balance,
they should pay serious attention
to keeping sustainable agricultur-
al products.

He further stated that last year
customs tax for one tons of prod-
ucts was 8,000 Pakistani Rupees
while the figure has increased to
28,000 Pakistani Rupees now,
adding that agricultural products
have increased and there is no
need for its import.

Most of the demands are for the
dry and fresh fruits in domestic

and international markets. Mel-
on, water melon, apple, Kanda-
har grapes, black cherry, apricot,
peach, and blueberry were ex-
ported to domestic and interna-
tional markets.
Along with vegetable products,
animal products are also export-
ed in large quantities, most of
which are animal skins, Karakul,
animal intestines, and are be-
ing exported out of the country.
Dairy products are sold in domes-
tic markets.
Meanwhile the import level of ag-
ricultural products have declined
compared to the previous years.
Fruits and vegetables have grown
and wheat yields have increased
by 42 percent this year. Wheat
yields are estimated 5.1 million
tons this year.
Saffron, pine nuts, pistachio,
almond, apple, pomegranate,
grape, apricot, plum, melon, wa-
ter melon, vegetables, potato,
medical herbs (Aloe Vera, hing,
sesame, turmeric, cumin, Glycyr-
rhiza glabra, anise) are among
the most valuable products which
are being exported to Pakistan,
Iran, India, Turkey, China, Du-
bai, Arabic, Asian and European
countries and have the highest
demand in domestic and foreign
markets.
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