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Ministry of Agriculture Trying to
Prolong the Fruit Market

By: Azizullah Popal

The General Directorate of Agri-
cultural Research of the Ministry
of Agriculture, Irrigation, and
Livestock (MAIL) has worked on
15 different types of fruit.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Ir-
rigation, and Livestock (MAIL)
has been working on a variety of
fruits so that Afghan fruits har-
vest in different times. This has
been done for the purpose of sus-
tainable production, growth of
gardeners’ economy and reducing
the needs of fruit imports.

Saifuddin Ahadi, head of agricul-
tural research department, says,
“We worked on 15 types of fruits
in order to know that fruits har-
vest in different times. In addition,
we also worked on fruit trees to
know in which environment the
fruits has most compatibility. This
was done for the purpose of mar-
ket management and distribution
of fruits in different seasons. The
fruits were divided into early-rip-
ening, mid-ripening, and late-rip-
ening classes.”

He adds that this was done to bring
new experiences for gardeners so

that they can under§tand how and
when their fruits harvest.

Ghafoor, a fruit monger in Ka-
bul city, says, “Domestic fruits
have increased, and their sales are
good. The domestic fruits such as
peach, apricot, cherry, and plum
have increased and people most-

ly prefer to buy domestic fruits
rather than foreign products for
domestic fruits have good quality
and is cheap. Foreign fruits are
low in quality, high in price and
get rotten soon.”

Mohammad Esa, Kabul resident,
says, “I have come to buy fruits,

our domestic fruits have increased
and is cheap as well. My message
to my fellow citizens is to use do-
mestic fruits; it is cheap and by
using domestic products, we sup-
port gardeners and national econ-
omy.”

It should be noted that the Gen-
eral Directorate of Agricultur-
al Research of MAIL at Kabul’s
Badam Bagh Research Farm has
carried out research on various
types of fruits such as cherries,
apple, pear, strawberry, apricot,
almond, pomegranates, grapes
and other domestic and foreign
fruits. MAIL has tried to teach
gardeners what types of fruits
harvest better so that they get
plentiful harvest.

After taking over as the Minister
of Agriculture, one of Nasir Ah-
mad Durrani’s goal was to extend
the life of domestic fruits. Minister
Durrani had said that the Minis-
try of Agriculture would make
sure that fruits exist in different
seasons on markets.

Sustainable fruit production re-
duces the import of foreign fruits.
Reducing imports will keep mon-
ey flow and national economy
growth up and affect trade bal-
ances.
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